Sclence education
getsnewdimensions
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Pune: A new experiment in
science education will beginin
Indiathis July when the ambi-
tious Indian Institute of Sci-
ence Education and Research
(IISER) will begin the admis-
sion processfor 50 students.
The nSERs — to be estab-
lished by the Centre in Pune
and Kolkata at an investment
of Rs500 croreeach—aim at

'The basic idea
behind the IISER is
to encourage
students to go into
research instead of
dropping out after
completion of their
bachelor's degree*

promoting higher studies and
research in basic science.

While the curriculum for
the integrated five-year M.Sc.
programme has been de-
signed by a team of eminent
scientists” headed by C.N.R.
Rao, theinstitute will offer a
unique inter-disciplinary ap-
proach towards basic science
at the undergraduate level

Being set up on the Nation-
a Chemical Laboratory
(NCL) premises here, the in-
stitute will gradually shift to
itsown campus, to be built on
a 100-acre land given by the
NCL, S. Sivaram, director of
theNCL,toldTOl.

When fully established, the
total strength of theM.Sc. pro-

gramme in each institute will
be 1,000, besides 1,065 doctoral
and post-doctora students.

Admission for the founda-
tion course will be done onthe
basisof nationally-held com-
petitive examinationslike the
I1T-JEE. "From next year on-
wards, the institute will have
its own evaluation system for
admission," Sivaram said. For
thisyear, students passing the
I1T-JEEwill havetoappear for
a screening process which
will test themfor general apti-
tudein basic science.

Eminent radio-astronomer
Govind Swarup—who, along
withV.G.Bhide,formervice-
chancellor of the University
of Pune, was instrumental in
conceiving the IISER — said
thebasicideaisto encourage
students to go into research
instead of dropping out after
completion of then- bachelors
degree.

Eventualy, I1SERswill inte-
grate undergraduate and post-
graduate education and re-
search under the same um-
brela Itwill interact with na-
tional laboratories and other
research institutes to develop
a synchronous environment
for research.

Many areas of basic science
eventualy evolve as applied
sciences, Vviz., inlasars, super
conductivity semiconductors,
nano-materia etc. Researchin
suchareascangeneratesignif-
icant intellectual properties.

These ingtitutes will aso
contribute to the creation of a
highly competent and trained
manpower thatwouldbeama-
jor catalyst for technological
human resourcerevolution.



